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These traits foreshadow the^deliberate discipline
of strong emotions by which in after life he attained
the fullness of his powers : a serenity of temper
and a tenacity of purpose which obstacles served
only to enhance.

At the close of his third year he was noticed
as * always drawing,' and a little later his mother
began to give him lessons with the pencil, * and
he is never so happy as when lying full length on
the floor and drawing little figures in every con-
ceivable attitude, which are full of action and all
his own, for he disdains the idea of copying any-
thing.' His earliest scrap-book rather propheti-
cally contains the picture of some explorers in the
Arctic regions, and for the midnight sun a disc
is neatly cut out, of the sketch and filled in with
orange-hued transparent paper in order to give
the requisite effect of light, which he evidently
realized his colours could not. At the age of seven
he began the practice, which continued all his life,
of drawing his own Christmas cards for the family ;
and two years later these little pictures display
such facility, decision, animation and originality
as to make it a matter for surprise that so obvious
a talent was not fostered ; but the fact remains
that beyond the ordinary school curriculum Wil-
son never received any training in pencil or brush-
work in his life.

Concurrently with his devotion to art developed
a passion for collecting shells and fossils, butter-
flies and dried flowers, 'anything he can lay his
hands upon'; at the age of nine he informed
his father that he had quite made up his mind to
be a naturalist, and, having invested a sovereign